
February 19, 2002 LR 6

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

Legislature, which isn't going to be very much. But it goes on 
to say, in the...in the language of the petition, that the 
commission shall establish policy for the conduct of video and 
electronic gaming in the state of Nebraska. Is that what we 
want? Do we want...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR SCHINEK: ...an unelected commission establishing the
gaming policy for this state? Or do we want the Legislature to 
take control of this issue and the representatives of the people 
make a broad-based decision that's in the interest of all 
Nebraskans and not just, necessarily, any special interest 
group? The other initiative also establishes lots of local 
commissions and, as Senator Beutler pointed out, they all can 
kind of do their own thing. And so you're going to have a lot 
of confusion on what is permissible and what isn't permissible 
and, again, I think you're going to have an explosion of 
gambling in this state. It all boils down to...this whole 
discussion today boils down to, do you want to decide, and put 
something on the ballot for people to look at, what the...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: ...gambling policy of the state should be?
Thank you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Jensen.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the
Legislature. If LB 6A (sic— LR 6CA) passes, I don't see that 
that does anything whatsoever to the initiative process. And, 
Senator Beutler, if you could...if you could point that out to 
me, I would certainly be happy to...to listen. We do have an 
initiative process. I support that process, except with the 
point when you have paid solicitors out there gathering those 
signatures. And, Senator Schimek, you worked on this. I wished 
we could have come up with a solution. There apparently isn't 
any out there. I wish that we could do that. But even if we 
pass this, what's going to be the very next thing on the ballot? 
To expand gambling to have more casinos. Now you talk to anyone


